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Flora and Fauna References 
 

 
LION’S MANE (Cyanea capillata) 
 
One glimmer of life came into his face for an instant, and he uttered two or three words with an 
eager air of warning. They were slurred and indistinct, but to my ear the last of them, which 
burst in a shriek from his lips, were “the Lion’s Mane.” 
 
–The Adventure of the Lion’s Mane 
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CULTIVATED TOBACCO (Nicotiana tabacum)   
 
“Oh, didn’t you know?” he cried, laughing. “Yes, I have been guilty of several monographs. They 
are all upon technical subjects. Here, for example, is one ‘Upon the Distinction between the 
Ashes of the Various Tobaccoes.’ In it I enumerate a hundred and forty forms of cigar-, 
cigarette-, and pipe-tobacco, with coloured plates illustrating the difference in the ash. 
 
–The Sign of Four 
 

 
 
GREAT DANE (Canis lupus familiaris) 
 
…there stood a foul thing, a great, black beast, shaped like a hound, yet larger than any hound 
that ever mortal eye has rested upon. 
 
–The Hound of the Baskervilles 
 

 
 
TOULOUSE GOOSE (Anser anser) 
 

“The goose, Mr. Holmes! The goose, sir!” he gasped. 
 
“Eh? What of it, then? Has it returned to life and flapped off through the kitchen window?” 
Holmes twisted himself round upon the sofa to get a fairer view of the man’s excited face. 
 
“See here, sir! See what my wife found in its crop!” He held out his hand and displayed upon the 
centre of the palm a brilliantly scintillating blue stone, rather smaller than a bean in size, but of 
such purity and radiance that it twinkled like an electric point in the dark hollow of his hand. 
 
–The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle 
 

 
 
EUROPEAN DARK BEE (Apis mellifera) 
 
“But you have retired, Holmes. We heard of you as living the life of a hermit among your bees 
and your books in a small farm upon the South Downs.” 
 
–His Last Bow 
 

 
 
MOSS-ROSE (Rosa X centifolia 'Muscosa) 



 
He walked past the couch to the open window, and held up the drooping stalk of a moss-rose, 
looking down at the dainty blend of crimson and green. It was a new phase of his character to 
me, for I had never before seen him show any keen interest in natural objects. 
 
“There is nothing in which deduction is so necessary as in religion,” said he, leaning with his 
back against the shutters. “It can be built up as an exact science by the reasoner. Our highest 
assurance of the goodness of Providence seems to me to rest in the flowers. All other things, 
our powers our desires, our food, are all really necessary for our existence in the first instance. 
But this rose is an 6 extra. Its smell and its color are an embellishment of life, not a condition of 
it. It is only goodness which gives extras, and so I say again that we have much to hope from 
the flowers.” 
 
Percy Phelps and his nurse looked at Holmes during this demonstration with surprise and a 
good deal of disappointment written upon their faces. He had fallen into a reverie, with the 
moss-rose between his fingers. It had lasted some minutes before the young lady broke in upon 
it. 
 
–The Naval Treaty 
 

 
 
THOROUGHBRED (Equus ferus caballus)  
 

Sherlock Holmes laughed. “I assure you that I have not associated you with the crime, Colonel,” 
said he. “The real murderer is standing immediately behind you.” He stepped past and laid his 
hand upon the glossy neck of the thoroughbred. 
 
“The horse!” cried both the Colonel and myself. 
 
–Silver Blaze 
 

 
 
INDIAN COBRA (Naja naja) 
 

She writhed as one who is in terrible pain, and her limbs were dreadfully convulsed. At first I 
thought that she had not recognised me, but as I bent over her she suddenly shrieked out in a 
voice which I shall never forget, ‘Oh, my God! Helen! It was the band! The speckled band!’ 
 
–The Adventure of the Speckled Band 
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